
fartbcoming Att.ca,tiona 

Du t. ,t,;,e r -N«« t, i ng& · 

Waltham s,·ooks & Coates c~,mmo,, 

Friday 10th June, 

7988 

Meet at Greatham Bridge at 20,00 hours, Evening only, Leader 
John Oix,::m, 

Ba ,·bee ue 

************************************************************* Saturday 16 t.h .July 

Meet 61 Grand Avenue from 8,00 01,w1ards, Bring II bottle,cask 
of homebrew, magnum of champers or whatever, No doubt 
voluntee1•s will be needed to help so anyone wi 11 ing please 
contact John, Sponsored birdwatch results I 

*******************:**********************************:n:****** 
Sidl••ham F111rry and Pagham Harbour 

Saturday 17th September, 

Meet at the Information Centre at 9,00 hours. All day, Leader 
Dave Smith · 

Cli.mping Beach 

Sunday 16th Oc t,:,ber , 

Meet at Car Park on east side of Climping Beach at 9,00, All 
,:lay, Leader Richard Ives 

\ Langstone and Fa,•1 ingt.011 
' 

Saturday 26th N,:,vember, 

Meet at car pa1•k at Farlingt,:,n Marshes at 9,00 hours, All day M 
Leader Dave Smit.h, 

I. 



Adw· Walk 

:31 st December 

Me ... t outside the Lady Ja11e Pub at 9,00, Morning only, Leader 
to be arranged, 

I11itnot" Neet i ru2, 

Monday 3rd October 1988 

Mr Stephen Morphew " Islay'' 

Mon,jay 7th N,::,vember 1988 

" 8ir,js of s,::,uth-West Spain " 

M,:m,jay 5th December 1988 

11 Members Eve11in1J 11 

Al I CHANGE 

Well 1 it's surM,ler an,j f•:H' onr.,, ,::,ne can say that w... have 
actually had a warm spring to heral,j the changing 11ea11ons, 
There have been many people waxing 01, lyrically about 'Pomt1 1

, 

'ro,sies', auks sp, and the likes - yes the insane seawatcher11 
have had a iJood time and the n,::,table birds section will 11how 
that this is the case, 

Tt,e changin•:;i sea&o1,s have als,::, affected the higher e11chelon11 
,:,f the society ano:1 we roust express our gratitude to those who 
have helped in the runnin,:;i of our merry band over the la■ t 
few year11, .J,::,hn Di~:on ,atepped int,::, the breech , or is it 
breach?, during the ,a,::,ciety's crisis and performed his Job 
admirably and s,:, ~,any thanks for al.l you have done to keep us 
alive.His successor, Richar•::1 Weal, is no stranger to many and 
I wish him every success in his new post, 

Thanks must als,::, be ,;;iiven to St,anley Allen whose wizzardry 
with the figures have l<:ept us s,::,lvent over the last few year• 
and l am-ilui•e~hlsnew-p~ost~ as cohl;act man ~~f01' nww IIIWlllbe, ti 

will be performed with alacrity, Another member who haw aleo 
been given the same post is Brian Clay, the microchip marvel, 
Brian has w,::,,•ked extremely t-,ard producing the raport and 
writing the newsletters, This uneviable task was done without 
c,:,n1plaint and the repo1·t has developed in leaps and bounds 
under his stewardship, It is no:,t an ea,ay act to f,::,llow but l 
shall try to do my best, especially once I Learn where all 
the letters are on this micro-computer, I trust that I will 
have enou,:;ih time to col. late al. l the information and manage 
the odd sketch in time for next year's report, 

An•::ither c,::in,mittee member wr,,::i has stood ,j,:.iwn is Enid Chadwell 
and n,::, ,j,::,ubt all th,::ise i.nv,:>lved would like to el<press their 
appr ... ciation for her help, Les Hemblade has taken over 
responsibility as Outings Secretary and l wish him well in 
tl,a t p,:,s t , 

Our Rec,:,rd ... r, Dave Smith, 11,1,::,1;1,::1 appreciate it if the first. 
bat.eh of records c,:,uld be sent t,:, him s,:,on so that he can 
begin to collate them and start the systematic list for next 
year, Do,,' t f,:,rget the Barba-que, the ep,:meored bird watch to 

~. 



~ay for this wonderful machine, It really is an asset to the 
Editor an,:! I feel that we sh,::iul,:I try our t1ar,::1est to recoup 
the investment in this bit of hardware, Good luck and I look 
forward to seeing you at the summer "do", 

Ri cha1•d l ves 

Nqtable Birds..JJ.f.. the Area Si;,ring )988 

The season be,dan on a high note with the male Little Bittern 
found by the County Recorder on 30 th March at Hove seafront 
and released later on a small poml at Oreham Common near 
Woods Mill, where it remained for over a week giving superb 
views as it ate its way through the local newt population, 
Wo,::ids Mill, however, was not to be outdone in the rarity 
stakes with a brief visit frQm an a,::lult Night Heron in early 
May, Otl')er unu1i1,1al sightings included a Hoopoe---at.- Holliflgbury 
Park in April and an amazing t,:.tal of 6 Cory's Shearwaters 
flyin,d west ,:,ff Worthi11g beach on the early morning of May 
2nd: fortunately nearly all. the regular seawatchers were 
present to see ,::,ne or m,::,re ,::,f these " mini-albatrosses", 

After the dismal spr in•;. Qf 1987, the 1988 111eawatching sea11on 
was far m,:,re pr,:,,:.iiJc ti ve with several days of heavy offshore 
passage, mainly ,:,n s,:,uth-east winds in late April and early 
May, Nu111bers of the reg1.,1).ar ). y rt.tc,:,1•ded species were up on the 
previ,:,us year with g,:,,:,d m,:,ver~ents of C,:,mmon Scoter, 'Commie' 
Sandwich, and Little Terns, Bar tailed Godwits and Arctic 
Skua, 

Appearing in lesser but si,;,nificantly impr,:,ved numbers were 
Pomarine Skuas (inclYding a party of 16 on May 3rd), Great 
Skuas, Black Terns and Little Gulls; several Mediterranean 
GYlls were seen and other hi,dhlights were 3 Roseate Terns, at 
lea1it 9 Great Northern Divers ( 6 of which passed eastwards 
,:m April 30th), a party Qf 5 Av,:,cet1i in Mid-May, a possible 
Little Auk, and a mQst un1.,1s1.,1al party of 6 Sreat- Skua on Apri.l 
1 6 t,h , 

Most passerine and hirundine migrants arrived on time with 
some early individual1i, Chi.ffchaffs and Wheatears were as 
usual seen fr,~m mid-March, arriving in force towards the end 
of that month to peak in the first te11 days of April with 
Willow Warblers, Blackcaps, Whitethroats, Le1iser Whitethroats 
Redstart.s, Cuckoos, Sand Martins, and Swallow cl,:,se behind, 
Initial impressions are that Whitethroats, and to a lesser 
extent Sedge and Garden Warblers are up in numbers on last 
spring, althoYgh the picture will not be fully revealed until 
your records are received and analysed at the end of the 
year, 

Apart from early singletons House Martins appeared late this 
year with observations f rc,m Worthing beach noting few 
arriving until towards mid-May, although at the time of 
writing, end-May, they seem to be prese11t in reasonabla 
numbers, It is hoped that this specie has not suffered a 



decline in its African wintering quarters, 

Yellow Wagtails have 11,:,t b,1um nu~1erous and Whinchat, us1.1ally 
a scarce spring migrant in our area, has been noticable by 
its absence ( unless you know better!), However, so far 
Nightingales have been well. reported for the second spring 
running, Spotted Flycatchers seemed a little late; there were 
none on my local patch at Goring Wood until the first arrival 
on May 15 th, a week later than usual, 

Of the scarcer passeri1,... migr•nts, up to 4 male Pied 
Flycatchers and a male Ring Ousel were seen near Goring Beach 
,:,n April 16 th and at least. 2 si1,ging Grasshopper Warblers 
have been noted, at Sompting and Devil's Oyke, 

With the country reeling from inflw<es of Red Kites in April 
and Black Kites i1, May, we could have expected more than our 
usual share of large raptors; however, this was again 1,ot to 
be, altho1 .. to.dh single Red t<:ite, Buzzard and Peregrine have been 
rep,:,rted, and there h•ve been a number of Hobby sightings, 

Quail h•ve been recently heard between Cissbury and 
Cha11ctonbury Rings, 

Outside our rec,:,rdi1,g area, ,:;ther sites 11, Sussex have again 
e:<:per i e1,ced a g,:,o,::j spring f c,i• the unusual in recent weeks: 
examples being Little E:gret, Osprey, Temminck 's Stint and 
Garganey at Waltham Br,:,,:iks, Black l<ite, Br,::iad Sil.led 
Sandpiper and 2 Temminck's Stints at Pevensey levels, 2 
Little Egrets and Osp1•ey at Cuckmere Hav.en, Black Eared 
Wheatear at Bewl Water, Woodchat Shrike at Pagham, 2 Red 
Rumpe,::j Swallow over Rye Harb,:,ur and • singing male Sub-alpine 
Warbler at Beachy Head, 

Finally, I would like to extend my thanks to all those 
members C:illnd non-mamber.) who took ~ ti- and trouble t.o 
prepare and submit records in 1987, The size of the 
systematic list in the current Annual Report illustrates that 
not only are the numbers of individuals submitting records 
increasing but also the volume of records now being received, 
which is to be applauded; keep them coming in 1988- please! 

_________________________________________________ Dave Smith _______ _ 

I I ---- --- - ., I I I 
I I Please Note: Dave's trip to Siddlesham is on Saturday 17th I II 
I I September and not what was stated iii the outing• card, ·-, I I I _____________________________________________________________ I I I 

-· ~-·· , ... 
I~"' ,. 



The f'l•JY\=J"' Has Landed 

At the beginnin,;;i •:>f May three intrepid member• of the 
SOOS made the journey across strike bound waters to forge the 
first links with our inte1·natio:mal brethren in Northern 
Holland, The weather was h,;>t, calm and perfect f,)r the 
cr,:)ssing, Unfortunately there were not many •••birds on show 
but the1•e was enough of interest to punctuate the smooth 
journey across the water, 

The moment we t,::,uched land at Dunkirk an unfamiliar 
call wa,;; picked up, it didn't take lon•;;i to find the owner 
it bel•:>n,;;ied to a Crested Lar~:, The journey northwards was 
tr,::,uble free and we arrive,:! i11 Schagen at 8,00, Our hosts 
invited us to their c,:,n1mittee meeting which was held in a 
Chinese Restaurant, a good start f,:,r the weekend, 

The fol l•:>win,.;i_ day we vj_si_taid th_-;, _ gune! a~!I, -~hicb ifi 
inside t1,eir recordin,;. area and it was alive with birds, 
Nightingales were everywhere and we were fortunate in seeing 
the only pair ,:,f Mediterranea11 Gulls on the reserve, The star 
bird for the a1·ea is Sp,;>onbill and we saw many constructing 
tl;eir nests am,:,n,;;i the reeds- a l,:,vely sight, The sky was 
full of. Marsh Harriers which was superb, 

Black Ter1,s and Little G•~lls were al.s,:, feedin,;;i over this 
l.;.r,;;ie reed fringed lake, 6rei,111shank, 8 Spotted Redshank and 
11umer,::,us Curlews were the waders of the area, A male Bearded 
Reedl i n,;;i was also pi eked up sk immi n,;;i ac 1·oss t.he t.op of the 
reeds, Our guides were ve1·y i 11f,::,rma tive and they tried to 
show us everything that t.l',e reserve had to offer, The 
Bluethroat of the previous day c•::>uldn' t be re-located which 
was unf,::irtunate as they are really super birds when seen in 
full breeding plumage, 

The after11,:,,::m was take11 up by their tenth anniversary 
meeting in whi eh several disti n,;;iuished guests gave speeches, 
It was a shame that we hadn't. participated in a quick Dutch 
revision c,::iurse as everythi.n,;i went over our heads, They were, 
however, grateful that we had made the effort to attend their 
special meetin,;;i. The t,:,wn it.r,elf is absolutely gorgeous with 
dykes, traditional bui ldin•:;is and of course numerous bulb 
fiel.ds, The pe<,ple were incredibly friendly and it was a real 
pleasn..ire to be am,::,ng such a group, 

In the evenin,;;i we were taken t,::, another marshy aree on 
the coast an•::I it was w,::,11,::terfl,11 t•:> see breeding Avocets from 
,:,nl.y 10 feet away! There were a c,::,uple of Curlew Sandpipers 
c:oming into summer pluma,:;ie, a few Little Gull and a noisy 
Common Tern col,:,ny, It was l1ke a very large Sidl,esham 
Fe1·ry Pool but fu:1 .1 ,:,f breeding bi 1•,::Js, We walked ovei• t.ha 
large sand dune and looked towards England and did a bit of 
seawatching but Marine 6ar,:Jens was not in sight nor were any 
juicy seabirds, 

We set off a 7 ,00 the f,::illowin,;;i morning 
Dunkirk f,:,,Jr h,::,urs later, The 1w:>torway system in 
Eur,:,pe is second t.,::, none and s,::, further visits 
dau11tin,;;i as the map w,::,uld have ,:,11e t,::, believe, 
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o·n behalf of the SD0S I w,:,L;ld like t,::i thank Trin,;;ia for their 
hospitality and I hope we will make their members feel at 
home when they c,::ime ,::,ver for cur barbecue, They 111i l l also be 
participating in the sponsored birdwatch, no doubt,so 
there'll be no excuse for not talking to them, 

l would also like to express my thanks to Richard Weal for 
all his work in setting up this arrangement and I am sure 
that many people can benefit. fr,::im ,:,1ir EL,ropean link-up, We 
mana,;ie,j t,:i l,::i,;;i 100 speci.t,s in a day which may be enough to 
encourage others to spread their wings, who knows? 

R, Ives 

BT0 BREE0J:NG ATLAS 

It is now June and l trust that all those responsible for 
lo,;i,;;iin,;;i the l,:ical speci.es in their te.frads have completed the 
first stage of this exercise, Don't forget if you have any 
pr,::iblems JAN is rea,::ly to answer any queries, 

Pagham - a reminder 

We were told at ,:,ne ol tl,e indo,:ir meetings that the 
wildfawlers shooting licence for Pagham is up for renewal 
soon, We should, theref,::ire , take this opportunity to express 
our feelings ,:,n thi5 subJe,ct to tl'v:,5e resp,:msible, The 
Society has written on cur behalf but as it was mentioned 
this only counts far one letter ! 

If y,::,u re,;iar,:I Pagham as tht? m,;,st important wetland i11 Sussex 
then pleas• write t,::, Co::iunty H,.J.l ,Chichester to re,,;iister your 
complaint, If enough people show concern the council might 
then c,:mlii•::le1· the birds and the environment, 0istu1·bance t::,y 
hunters should not be. tolerated and so this is your chance to 
do::i s,:,methi ng ab,::iut i. t, 


