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Birds on our Patch - Novemarto April 
Late auwmn was notable for some very late records of sum- wick's Swans 
met ~. A Redstart at Cissbury on Oct 28, was.Joi, re!lfflle<i to the 
k,wed In Novenu,er by a number of Swallows aioJlithe®&St ~ vanev 
and an a~v late Swift over Widewater(6fh>jlllda and the. flock 
Ring OmelatSbeepcote{24th), . . -•··<i"~ Greylag . 

Local patch. watchers in.East Brighton foundllllrtl!m!!r!<- 0. .. there. 
able series ol taritles in late N~. The tint W!lll'1tfal- was .~ high. . 
las's Warbler at Sheep£Ote (15..17th)with twQ~ontbe · est.~<OW)(. 

23rd and another at Wbitehawk Hill. A Hume's Yellow,. · · ,.~ 
browed Warbler in East Brighton Park was new fur the area Hatbour and · 
and remained to the 22nd to delight admirers from far and the Southwick 
wide. lncredi'blv this was followed by an 'ordinary' Yellow- . Canal pro- .• • 
liiii1Vl!lf.-, ·~. .. - il!lll .- C -- · -~'l--i)jjji;..; didd- lll#rir ·· · -·- - -p__,'eW!n!l!a . ·. .• • ,..,.....,.,wt, .,. _ _. J Iii• . l7e_,. ,,,.,.,._ < . . ;; -.· lllfl - . - . . .. ·• . . 
ing th4,~111~. a lit ..... IcelandGull~ .~ bffilft,g 
at S9uthwick on the 16i:h ag4...,_ ~ at variouapfi\ces on tnJarillliry; There wi:re up to 7 Putple Sandpipers and gulls 
the~ throughout the :winter. . - J:hett included up to20 iCltliwllkes in.the first few davsl>fthe 

.· ,lnDecember,a lstwinter~Gull-foundin. month as well.as an adult Mediterranean Gull, up to·three 
the Southwick roost but was ve,.y elusive. Hardy coastlifand · Little Gulla---1 SOlril!dnles die Iceland Gull. Between the 
seawatchers also did well in· the latter part of the month as 17th-25th, records from the Canal included oblqpng Great 
species recorded in the strong winds and gales around Northern and Red-throated Divers, 2 Shags, a Common 
Christmas included Great Northern Diver, Vdvet Scoten1, Tern, a Ydlow-1~ Gull, 35 Red-breasted Mergansers and 
Sooty Shearwaters, and Great and Arctic Skuas. A few Be, Continued on 1"'B" 2 

Forthcoming Field Trips 
Sun 31 May New Forest with Bernie Forbes 

Always a good day and could be great 
for raptors if the weather is right. 

Fri 10 July Ashdown Forest with Peter Frislon 
An evening for Nightjars. 

Sat 22 Aug Farlington Marsh with the warden 
Should be good for waders at thls:time 
(!f.~ lllld • F!lt.!IM! WJmlen wilt .. 
know where to find any unusual birds. 

Sat 12 Sep Beachy Head with Peter .Whitcomb 
A great place to be in early autumn 
especially with a leader who wiH have 
an the latest news. 

For full details please refer to your programme card. If 
you have a query, please 'phone Field secretary, Tony 
Fenton on 01273 591291. 

. SUMMER SOCIAL 
Wednesday July 8 at 7.30 pm 

in the garden at the 
Old Rectory, Coombes 

We're trying something slightly differentthl5 year. A 
choice of good food will be provided by a caterer for a 
charge of £5 per head. You bring whatever you would 

•. Uke to drliik. 
~-· · Please put the.date In your dlarytiow iiifd let me 
know by July 1 if you will be coming, as I have to let 
the caterers know our nu!llberS by then. 

, Telephone meono1ffl'452497 or use my . 
fax/answerphone on 01273440311. TheOldRectory 
is exacly 1.5 mlll!S n!)lth from the traffic llgfds on the 
A27 by l,ancing College. 

We heveenjoyed many pleasant evenings In the 
past, but the event does need your continued support. 

Brianne Reeve 
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SDOSAGM 
For those members who missed the 
AGM on April 6, here is a summary: 

two Peregrines roosting on the old 
Power Station Chimney. Brighton area • Bernie Forbes took the chait due 

the absence of our President, 
Stanley Allen whQ was recuperat-

had a Grey Phalarope on the sea (5th), 
Sandwich T ems and Little Gulls at the 
Marina and a Firecrest at W oodvale . ing after his operation. 
Cemetery (20th). * Tony Bullock retired as Treasurer 

after eight years and was lhanked 
· " · his J1ard work . over that 

If Swallows are arriving earlier and 
staying later, will we soon be seeing summerplumagemusthaYl!b!:enllnex-
~.~'~of .... yearl~.,,,~~M.Did ........ , . ' '• . ,·. < ~~;.,"'< ·.tii;W"~~~f_r:~tf~.,ef;· :·;fii!iil!!'I""'­

yilar¼llrst Swallow at Brighton Manna · W8i'bler on 'Hollmgbury · Caliip still re- * 
on Feb 20 was the earliest ever in the mains despite much clearance work by 
SOOS area. Seawatching in February the local council. 

. T reasw-er .. ;; j'.;1;,n 
M of 41 St Lawrence Av-
enue Worthing BN43 6JA. 
The current officers and council 
members are as follows: 

and early March was generally poor Good numbers of Wheatears * 
with low numbers of Avocets, Velvet passed through at the end of March 
Scoters and Brent Geese past the Ma- and Willow W arblen began to appear 
rina. However, a Scandinavian Rock from the 28th. Cissbury had both 
Pipit was there in February and March Black and Common Redstart at the 
and on Mar 28, five each of Black- end of March - the latter exceptionally 
necked and Slavonian Grebes all in early and a male Ring Ouzel on Apr 4, 

Stanley Allen (president), Bernie 
Forbes (chairman), Brianne Reeve 
(secretary), John Maskell 
(~easurer), Peter Whitcomb 
(recorder), Pat Mulcock (editor), 
Tony Fenton (field secretary), 
Pauline Ford and Terry Hicks. 
We would like to reccult new 
council members and anyone in­
terested should sp• to Brianne 
or any existing council member. 

r- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - A Great Grey Shrike was first seen 
Back to 1972 

The report for the year includes the 
following entry: 

'Gyr Falcon: I in. the Cissbury 
area from Mar 11-22. Seen by many 
members who behaved correctly and 
by great numbers of sttangers many of 
whom did not.' 

So twitching isn't so new! 
The report includes !l, fulllist _of 1 ___ 1 the Jhei, ~. andJ:nb!:ic:e Qllite 1 

1 a few names which are still very famil- 1 
1 iar and active in SOOS. I 
I Pat Mulcock I ·----------------· 

there on Mar 30 and stayed well into 
April although it was often elusive. * 

Lesser Spotted Woodpeckers are 
not common in the SOOS area but 
four were seen on a field trip near Stor­
rington on Mar 22. The addition of L------~-------' 
four Crossbills, three Siskins and a 
Tawny Owl must have made it an ex, 
cellent morning by anyone's standards. President's Message 

Thanks to Peter Whi~b U~tely, I ~. unabl~ to a~ 

. ,:, '-~~LI{~,!' .. ~::!.::.~= 
Thanks ,;;dso k w ·R~d Ives for . able me to keep up with some of the . 
the drawing, in this issue more active members on outings! H I 

had been present, I would have apolo­
gised personally for a drafting error in 

--SUSSEX HIGHLIGHTS--
the Society's new rules. 

The objects clause, sub paragraph 
c), refers to the annual licence fee for 

Pagham Harbour had J-4 Glaucous 
Gulls during January as well as winter­
ing Whimbrel and the now regular 
small flock of Avocets. A Kenrish 
Plover stayed for several days in April. 
Nearby, many people enjoyed very 
close views of a Grey Phalarope at 
Westhamptnett gravel pit from Jan 10. 
25. At the other end of the county Rye 
Harbour had quite a good run with 
Long-eared Owls and a Bittern from 
January to March, a Shore Lark at the 

end of February, and Cattle Egret and use of lhe Sanctuary being payable to 
Purple Heron in April. 'I!nvironment Agency'. This should, 

Good numbers of Cross bills re, of course, read 'Southern Water'. 
mained from last years influx including Without wishing to make excuses, 
flocks of 20. at Ashdown Forest and 17 · it i$ sometimes difficult to keep up 
at Ambersham Common. However, with changes: for example, until a few 
reports suggest that the mild winter years ago, Southern Water Authority 
has led to many winter visitors being was responsible for· most of the 'wet' 
generally thin on the ground. There areas of interest to SOOS, eg. the 
have been no report of Snow Buntings river, the beach, Ferring Rife and so 
and Smew and Goosander and Short- on. Then the National Rivers Author-
eared Owls have all been scarce. The lty was born and took on most of 

Arun Valley held a small these functions. The NRA then be-
wintering flock of White- came the Environment Agency, with 
fronted Geese for the first which I was dealing in relation to the 
1:ilneft;ir.evffld.years from foreshore.when! dr,utedJ;h.uules. P~ 
mid December to ··mid ' hape;tm!i!tla~tbtainaswell 
Februi)ry. as a kneel · 

The first few summer f'inally, my grateful thanks to all 
migrants were exception- of you who sent cards and messages. 
ally early with a Wheatear· From the hospital, I ticked Chiffchaff, 
at Birling Gap on Feb 13; Willow Warbler, Little Owl, Nuthatch 
a Redstart in the Cuck- and Blackcap, plus a drumming GTeat 
mere on Feb 18; and 2 Spotted Woodpecker. 
Sand Martins at Weit­
wood on Feb 22. Stanley Allen 



Winter birding in Florida . 

Common Loon, 811 tt is known in America, Is 
quleaften seen around the oilaBI in-

Our late February trip began in the · whose partnei; or .family wasn't into 
heart of Disneyland as we were lucky birding. The DinJJ)arling .National 
enough to be able to use a friend's Wildlife Refuse has a s~ wildlife 
house at Kissimmee, near Orlando. drive which is very popular with the 
There's some great birding in this area gen,:ral run of holiday ~. lt has 
of many lakes, .but good spots are lots of entlJ.usiastic vol\lldlletll keen to 
rather spread around and you need to introduce all comers to the colourful 
do quite a lot of driving as access is lim., ' and conspicuous large· wading birds 
lted. This isn't too difficult once you've and to point out the numerous Cs­
become used to reading the tiny road preys, ducks and shorebirds. The vol­
slgns tiltd:t<> o~~••·• · : ~~.~gl\etS anfi~ f9l!Pfi . 
You soon see why this is aitowed - · that we ~ ~uendy miat;u<en for 
there are so many left turns across the them bt:aiuse our outli!JI were .sligµtly tars loose . their nawral fear of man, 
other carriageway that someone is al- similar. As Americans .are ,not at all they become dangerous, and have to be 
ways crawling along in the outside lane shy, it was sometimes quite fiistraeting killed. 
trying to find their turning! to be asked to help people identify Florida has just had the wettest 

We found most of the special birds birds while we WeTe trying to ~le winlEr in living memory and winteT is 
around Orlando: Snail Kites, Wood with our new video camera. their <!ry season. Everyone was talking 
Storks, Wild Turkeys and eventually The beaches there are delightful about the weather and while we were 
Limpkins. One day we visited the but have to be shared all year roun4 there a place quite nearby was hit by a 
splendid Merritt Island Wildlife Refuge by residents, visitors . and the winter• tornadi>. which caused the worst-ever 
at Cape Canaveral on the Atlantic ing and nesting shorebirds, terns and death tolL Water levels everywhere 
coast. As is often the case in America, gulls. The, birds have mostly learned to were very high and the birds WeTe not 
there was a wildlife drive, this time tolerate people and can often be very as concentrated as usual. We noticed 
about seven miles long. You can stop closely appt()ached. While it's not so this especially when we visited, the 
and leave the car whenever you wish bad for wintering birds, beach nesting Everglades where we found that many 
and we saw a wide range of wading birds such as plovers and terns do recommended ponds were almost bird­
birds, ducks and shorebirds, including have a big problem. An American less. Unfortunately, mosquitoes had 
Hooded Mergansers and Roseate birder we spoke to was bemoaning the just started to get going and although 
Spoonbills. What we know as 'waders' lack of protection on one beach. We we saw American Purple Gellinules we 
are called shorebirds in the US, 'wading had to point out that things could be were rather disappointed to see little 
birds' are herons, ibises and the like even worse as in Britain there would that we had not already seen elsewhere. 
and 'waders' are what fishermen wear also be constant harassment from un- Plenty of information is available 
when standing Up tx>-d>eir ~ in - controlled ilogs, whereas there dogs · ali(lut where to~ birding In i'lolida. -
coldwater.Soyouhavetowau:hwhat ate banned from nearly all beaches WereliedmainlyonABirder'sGilideto 
you say or you don't make sense. and nature Teserves. In many wavs, Florida by'Bill Pranty. This and many 

In our second week, we spent a few Florida takes a robust· approach to other US· birding guides can be oh­
days on Sanibel Island which is reached wildlife proteetion. It's against the law tained from Subbuteo Natural History 
by a causeway from the mainland. This for people or pets to chase, harass, or Books Ltd {tel 01352 756551). 
would be a wonderful base for a first molest wildlife. Feeding Alligators can Pat and Chris Mulcoclc 
trip to north America or for someone lead to a prison sentence; for if Alliga-

Garden Bird Feeding Survey 
If you haven't already done so 
please return your winter garden 
survey fonn to Clive Hope at Hill­
crest, Byne Close, Storrington, 

~ Tit-the LCl!male garden bird? 

West Sussex RH20 4BS as soon as 
possible so that he can complete his 
summary for the 1997 Report. 

Clive has now been running the 
survey for three years and would 
like to fmd a successor to take over. 

Would you Hke to get a bit more 
Involved without taking on a big 
commitment? G81den bird surveys 
are something that anyone can take 
part in (if they have a garden to 

. walllh)_and do ptOllide.usefiil data. 
You don't need to,be an expert to 
run one. Clive would be happy to 
explain what's involved, so If you 
think you might take this on, please 
give him a ring on 01903 7 44489 

Remember the Crested Tit 
Which turned up in a Worthing gar­
den I Perhaps next time the lucky 
observer will be a participant in our 
survey. 

Indoor Meetings 
Our 1997/8 season Is now over and 
hopefUlty most members will agree 
that we enjoyed an interesting and 
varied programme. Attendance at 
meetings was certainty high. 

It's a long way ahead but don't 
forget to double check now that you 
have entered the dates of the au­
tumn meetings In your diary. The 
first meeting will be on October 6 
and will be a talk by Roy Croucher 
on·· the Wikfrlfe· of Nen ll1e,n 
France. Probably most of us know 
little about birding on the other ~. 
of the channel but even if we don't 
plan to visit there our local birds 
have wings and many may well 
travel more than we do. 

So try to come along, catch up 
with the latest news and. get the 
new season off to a good start. 



Shoreham Beach Project . INFORMATION· 
AND REQUESTS 

If you haven't yet paid your 1998 .. 
subscription this is the last News­
letter you will receive. Plea$e stay 
with us. Bend your dues forthwith 

Shoreham Beach supports vegetated 
shingle, a rare and fragile habitat much 
of which has been lost to development 
and sea defence construction along the 
Sussex coast. Typical plants of vege­
tated shingle are Yellow-homed Poppy, 
Sea Kale, Tiuift and Sea Campion but 
among the 140 species which have been 
recorded on Shoreham Beach, the most 
~al are Childjng Phlk which p,;JWS 
at only one other place on the south 
coast and Starry Oover which is not 
regularly found anywhere else in 

Nature Reserve incl\Kllng the whole 
shingle area of Shoreham Beach. A 
management strategy is necessary to 
balance the needs of people and 
wildlife be<;ause. at present the beach 
has no legal protection from develop-
ment or hannfu1 activities. LNR status to new treasurer John Maskell at. 
would allow_ by-laws to "bi': ~ and . , . the ~ g!ven on page 2. 

=~~,m;:~,, i~i~~-~- ... i . 
couragu,g people to 'use th,rtess vu!- Fan:itly ·· ·; · · · • · • · · · · · · ... £12 . 
nerable areas. Small areas ~-ould be Jumor ..................... £2.50 
fenced off to encourage birds like ❖❖❖❖❖ 

Britain. 
The shingle Is also important for 

birds such as Ringed Plover, Dunlin 
and Rock Pipit as well as various inver­
tebrates and the native Common 
Lizard (the introduced Italian Wall 
Lizard is also present). Ringed Plovers 
no longer breed successfully due to dis-­
turbance and the vegetation Is threat­
ened by trampling, bonfires and fly tip­

Ringed Plover to breed again. 
This project is in its early stages A nest box has been erected on 

and may take a very long time to Sussex Heights in Brighton in the 
reach fruition. I or another council hope that the local Peregrines will 
member will continue to attend meet- use it. The project has been 
1ngs of the project group and will keep llOV8f8d by the Evening Argus and 
you informed of our progress. All con- by.focal TV. So far we can only say 
cerned feel that the involvement of Jo. --the birds have shown interest 
ea! people in the management of alld.·we must keep our fingers 
Shoreham beach is vital to secure its crossed for what will be an exciting 
long term future as a special place for event If they breed. ping. 

SOOS has Joined the project group 
whose ultimate aim is to set up a Local 

both people and wildlife. 

Bernie Forbes 

From the Recorder 
··. Sill<:e taking ~-~Rerorder,-~ba.ve .Doml.;IJ~g"MJ~t,q_l~;~<t'!V;!.,~-
···- been.askedror.guidaru:e·on.thl,~ .. s ,..,.. mew'·area7 nno--iud,-,,,, l 

ia .. of sightilll!S and breeding records. have received very few reports of 
The Society is keen to encourage all Cuckoos or Lesser Whitethroats. 
members to send in their records so These are just a few examples and 
that a complete picture of the birds of from the Recorder's point of view, it's 
the area can be shown in our Report. difficult to formulate any pattern for 
As most members will already be aware some of· the scarcer breeding birds. I 
of the need to report scarcer birds and would urge all members to send in 
all rarities, I propose to use this space records of successful or possible breed­
to give examples of some 'grey areas' ing for these species. And even a rook­
where members may be uncertain of ery count wouldn't go amiss! 
the usefulness of reporting a record. Nowadays, in a good year, over 

It really goes without saying that 200 species are recorded in our area. 
any bird noticed to be in decline, or to They range from the very common to 
have a changed distribution should be the very rare. In between are the 
considered important. We are fortunate species referred to as 'grey areas'. In 
to have good numbers of Corn the 1997 report, I have set out a num­
Buntings and Skylarks, species which ber of examples to illustrate which 
are in decline nationally, but what of records to send in. 

❖❖❖❖❖ 

According to the Sussex Wlkllife 
Trust's computer records there are 
han:lly any rabbits in Sussex. There 
are lllso inadequate records of the 
~ed 100,000 hedgehogs 
ldllet~BritlS!I ~ each year. If 
~--llf!I-Ufttelp fl111hlsgap 
the Sussex Mammal Recording 
Group can provide the necessary 
recording forms. Write to Mike 
Funnell, c/o Buchan Country Park, 
Horsham Road, Crawley RH11 · 
9HQ or 'phone 01293.542088. For 
a list of other county · reoorders 
contact the SWT at Woods Mill. 

❖❖❖❖❖ 

Work is proceeding on the 1997 
SOOS report but, at present for a 
number of reasons including the 
ever-growing amount of work 
involved, we expect that It will be 
finished a little later than last year. 
The Editor and the Recorder 
request your patience. 

❖❖❖❖❖ Tree Sparrow, Sand Martin and Lesser But, remember, if in doubt, send 
Spotted Woodpecker? Are they really it in! The society will not llll!lltion the 
as rare as the lack of records indicates? location of a breeding site or owl roost A survey oivanised by the RSPB, 

1 

· :-----,.--'.'" .............. .,. ......... -,,. l!.nd_@nfiqe11~tywi~beho11011red .• BTO and_ English "!&lure h~s 
I Next Issue : SOOS recording forms. are available ·b~~-l!Uw'~-~-. ·.B,!.. ' 
1 

from me, at 99' Barnett Road, · reedfn(f . ood ...... s ffilin :25b 1 
· 

1 
The autumn issue is planned for I Brighton BNI 7GJ. Please enclose temtories in, 1986 to 1,552 ln 1997. 

1 
October and the last date for copy is : postage with your request. . The New Forest population has 

1 20 September. Many thanks to all I Peter Whitcomb grown from 58 pairs to 186 and !fte 
1 who contributed this time. Please 1 · S~x total stands at 65 pairs. 
1 send cont •but· 1 .,.,.__ , .. ,, Ion 1 this _,.,_ ··"" The mcrease has been attributed to 

1 
. n tons to Pat Muloock, ~ "" ,- um O "'''"" wiu appear. a combination of mild winters 

1 
Pinehurst, West Olive, Angmering, : m the 1997 report. allowing better survival and greater 

1 West Sussex BN16 4NL. 1 Editor availability of suitable habitat. ·-----------------· 


