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Sprugs*, etc!

I was woken recenily by a sound 1 had
not heard for over fwo vears, a gentle
chimup. It most be said it was not at all
cxciting, even monotonous, bot if you
had mot heard it for & long Hme il was
very comforting. To my surprise and
delight this bird had reappeared on the
dday of ihe RSFB Garden Bird Count as
didl ancither | had not seen in the garden
for two years. MNeither of these specics
was chosen 1o be endowed with wvery
tuneful songs but it was their cheerful
persistence | had missed and it also
made me realise the truth of the adage,
“you don'l value something until i has
gone” 1 wondered when | had last re-
corded these Iwo very common Species
because, so0 often, we take them for
granted, until suddenly they are not
there. You will have guessed by now
that | am refermng 1o the House Sparrow
and the Starling. Ewven Bill Oddie had
difficulty in finding a House Sparmow in
London i his last “Bill Oddie gocs
wild" programme, and then he beard
one before he found it 1o show us. They
are back in my garden and | am pleased
io sce them, even though in the past we
hove complained about the mess they
have cansed in the roof-space and the
nodse early on a summer’s morning!

Talking about birds disappeanng brings
me to our plans for 2003, Several of the
Commitiee Members have been going
ihrough the Repons from 1953 onwards
1o suggest ideas for inclusion in our pro-

book. There is so much of inter-
est, g0 much of which more people must
have the chance 1o read. Here are some
names of people we would Like o con-

tact now: Michael Goddard, C. Hiich-
man, B Lyon and Mark Welfare - if you
know amy of themn and can supply an ad-
dress please let us know.

We have followed up some very inter-
esting chses from the Reports, which
have resulted in some good stoncs
There was the Bittern that was iced into
the ground in Jamsary 1963, those Bee-
calers nesting at Sareat, an influx of
Cranes, huge numbers of Tree Spar-
rows, regular sightings of Cirl Buntings,
and Stone Curlews and Nightjars nest-
ing on the Downs. Do you know which
leader (many years ago) overslept and
mitssed the coach taking a large party 1o
the New Forest? Or which junior mem-
ber fell into a ditch at Amberley? The
reminiscences are coming in slowly bui
we should like to have some more best f
most<interesting | umorous £ missed —
sightings. We should hike to know how
some of you came to birdwatching —
what or who was the spur 1o start the
hobly?

I am the ondy member of my family who
has had an interest in Matural History in
general and birds in particular, but it has
been the source of great enjoyment for
mee for 47 years. The point is thai some-
thing iz always happening, whether it is
walching the charming Long-tailed tits
in the garden, a Guillermot bobbing on
the sca, a Raptor flying overhead or a
Moorhen trying not 1o be seen as it hur-
rics into the nearest ditch, We are fortu-
note 1o bave chosen a pastime that is
cost-free most of the time and can be
practiced in almost any location.

Let us hope 2002 will bring exciting re-
cords for us all — the 45® year of this
Society! Brianne Recve

*Aecording to my Chford English ic-
Honary, ‘sprug’ is an Ofd English name
Jor (House) Sparrow — Ed

Forthcoming Field
Trips

28 April Goring Seawatch with
John Newnham

Qur annual chance for
those capable of rising
early enough 1o gel to the
Goring llex Shelter by
0&00 on & Sunday moming
to get to grips with the
business. of kentifying
those litile white dois on
the horizon. AM only

15 May Waest Dean Woods with
Bemie Forbes

Cnly open to all those who
did not misbehave on
Bemie's outing 1o Burlan
Pond on Tth Apel. All day.

26 May The New Forest with
Bemie Forbes

(See abovel) All day.

28 June Ambersham Commaon
with Bermie Forbes
(see abovel) Evening only.

See your programme card for
complete details of imes and
meeting points,




Divers look for
world’s rarest sea
anemone

By Charles Clover,
Environment Editor

A SEARCH for the world's rarest sca
anemone to find out whether or not it has
become extinct is to begin this week af a
gali waler lagoon af Shone-ham-by-Sca,
West Sussex.

Ivell’s anemone, one of Britain’s most en-
dangered creatures. was only discovered in
1973 and is thought 10 be unique to Wide-
water lagoom, the stretch of sea water
trapped by a shingle spit next to the A25%
al Shoreham.

The anemone, last seen in 1983, is five 1o
10 centimetres long, burrows into the mud
with only its temtacles cxtending on the
sea-face, This can make it extremely hand
to find.

Mfmmﬂmﬂmﬂum:r'

Council and the oocanography depanment
of Southampton University will dive in the
lagoon, then take sediment samples o
make sure they have not owerlooked the
endangered animal.

If they cannot find the anemone, which is
protected under the 1981 Wildlife and
Countryside Act, it will be presumed ex-
tinct

Dr Sieve Boli of the NCC sid that if the
creature 'was found they hoped o recom-
mend measures for conserving i “We are
hoping to discover why the quality of the
lagoon is deteriorating and appears to be
drying out,” he said.

Salt water lagoons are themselves rare and
threatened habitals in Britain, Besides be-
ing the home of the hell's anemone,
Widewater lagoon is also the only known
kome of the hydroid (a plani-like animal),
clovopzella novis
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Wﬂ@@%ﬂ@l ﬁtﬁ?@ by Stanley Allen

You may wonder why [ have dug out or two - including Cyril and Maureen
from my files the culting (shown on the Leeve's delightful grand-daughiter.

lefl) from & copy of The Times in the Stamley Allen
carly 1990°s. This is why. Recently

the Friends of Widewater Lagoon, oul

of the blue, had a call from Professor SDOS user group

Ivell (who first discovered Ivellii at

Widewater), asking if he could come o0 | case you haven't already heard, the
a visil from Germany, to view the la- SDOS has a computer user group organ-
goon, and assess the possibility of Ivel= j7ed for the commumication of bird sight-
lii still being present. So, on a recent jngs and conservation issues. Members of
Sunday, the professor duly ammived. N¢ the user group communicate by e-mail on
attempt was made 10 scour the BEoon; the intemet and a single e-mail sent o the
but the Professor was optimistic that Aif Group is then distributed 1o all members
ancmone might well s6ill be present. fres

This is a very delicate creature, and far-

m:rmhwmunb:mrﬁﬂmhrm- If you are a member of the SDOS, have
perts, for example by one of the Univer- 48 e-mail address and would like to con-
sities who have already carried Mm:mm:ﬁgjﬂmmhm
studies ai Widewater — Southampton, Please contact me (the User Group Mod-
Guildford, Sussex and Morwich. h_m}ﬂﬁnb—mﬂiﬂdrmmh:lnw.

walch this space for possible further pieage confirm your SDOS membership
mews — ] next fime you visit Wide. and give details of your e-mail address
water, think to yoursell — perhaps :

may be within a few feet of one of the | ¢an be contacted by e-mail on terrance.

' 1.cam Good binding,
world's rres] creatures, L0 Terry Hicke
Schoolkids!
A few weeks ago, we were asked by Peregrines

visit to Widewater of parties of school-
children, planmed for two momings in
March = the children all from Shoreham
schools, [ said DK, and then wondered
what on earth 1 had landed vs with. 1
needn't have wommied: on cach of the
two planned momings, three other
SDOS members turned up to help - and
I am sure 1 speak for all of us when | %

say that we were surprised As we ‘go to press’ in the last week of
by the bright and inielligeni reactions March there is pood news regarding the
from the ten-year-old boys and girls, rarest resident bird in cur area. The regu-
when introduced, ¢.g. to the difference lar pair of peregrines at Sussex Heights
between Black-headed and Herring appear 1o be about to breed for a yet an-
Gulls, and the bright colours of the other year, and activity around the other
Fuddy Shelduck. Using a telescope and well-known mnland site indicates thai
binoculars for the first time was a par- breeding may well be atiempeed again
ticular delight for them - and the first this year. In addition, a peregrine pair
group were shle 1o kave a distant view have recently been seen around the nest
of a Peregrine on the Power Station box attached to the chimney of the power
chimney., My opinion of today's kids station at Southwick, so the likelihood of
rose a long way — and [ even felt that regularly secing this exciting raptor is our
SDOS might have a new future member arca in now greater than for many years.




Notes from our Recorder. t . o e e b o e e ek tacs mor.
Whilst researching some ald Shorcham The Cissbury and Chanctonbury mhd:rnﬂmeunkDﬂTt.ﬂﬂnlnbﬂiﬂw:
Bird Reports for the anniversary next WAsn'l given much of a mention in the o "y ooty be marvellous to discover
vear | was intrigued by the gites that were Igmhwwmrﬂm“ﬂmﬂwmaﬂmw SCATCE @S recent
mmmwmsndlm_hmﬁmﬂthufbhdmwm Reports suggest

those days there was an obvious concen- knew where to find Stane Curlews. One

wation on the Adur valley up to ©F two other rarities were recorded from Could I therefore, as Recorder, encourage
Wyckham Farm and not really much else- the area. Today the local Ringing Group and tempt more of our members out into
where, Places on the fringes such as Mill Tcports on tmpped birds and fly-overs, the ficld? Not just in the warmer summer
Hill and the Downs near Stevning got the And but for them the vast Cissbury area months, but in the winter to0. Recording
occasional mention butl it wasnt until Wouldn't get much coverage at all forms will be made available at indoor
mmm&mmm”|hm{mﬂmw-“|mmmmm
exmﬂmMme.mem“ﬁmwwwmmﬂm
Mill, a fuller extent of the Downs, and the ghe years Stone Curlews and Cirl Bun- We are now inputting data shared with
arca around Brighton tings have long gone, but surely there is the Sussex Omithological Society. For
Members' names and addresses used 1o be m:mufuuignmmﬂnEm members of both Societies, to avoid du-
printed at the back of the Reports up to again? The arable fields today still look plication, please send your records 1o
| R, mdmmwh.,,.,mﬁ,mmrmuﬂ,qﬂwmmmims.mmMmmmcm
were mentioned were hased on their local crake, and the hills and valleys are a mag- so. For those of you who are just mem-
mﬁrmmgmﬂ,ﬂmmmw. With Buzzard bers of the SD0S pleass continwe 1o send
keen birders living in Westdene, Brighton and Red Kite occurrences on the increase, your records to me either on the forms or
covered Coney Hill (Patcham) and north- nd perhaps a repeat of a summering by email to pwhitcomb@talk2].com. Tt
wards to the Devil's Dyke. Articles were Montagn's Harmier, these arcas must be gmmm:mmmmsm
included on visible migration from the Worth monc-extensive coverage, espe- cies numbers, f0 be as precise as possible
latter site. Today this aren has golf Clally for those who enjoy or regarding the site (iLe. whether on Wide-
courses and tounsm, but basically has ising, their dogs water or on the sea off Widewater, etc),
much the same habitat 35 i did in e pderrecorded species like owls and 0 if you feel the sighting is significant
1960 Wﬂwmmmﬁﬂnmmhm lﬂfmmﬂ_“m?m“ﬂi
these days, it is perhaps surprising there- gianachats and Com  Buntings Bagd T A arSgare NS Suby
fore that Devil's Dyke, along with other mnﬁuh\gdmﬂruﬂtrmmwﬂﬂw"m All these are not essential, but they
neglected areas like Newtimber and Wol- do help. Many thanks Peter Whitcomb

What species was that?

Il seems we should expect exotics to coming concemned at the impact these ing in buili-up arcas in southcast England.
enter our recording area shortly. Parrots increasing populations may have on - There are also reports of some 6,000
otk are now spread- tive wildlife, Ring-necked Parakeets (Psiitoculo
ing ““;f‘”; The numbers of parrots living in the wild kramerf) around Sumey, with nearly
“ﬁ m'mmmmmmuﬁlpﬂlﬂﬂmf'mmmwmrm-“
iile PO ose of critically endangered native spe- 15 thought that the first recorded breeding

ICS" cies, such as the Bittemn and Comcrake ©f Ring-necked Parakeets in Britain was
COMMmon b1_rds The most-recent species 1o have started to i 1855 in Morfolk The specics was
such as Starlings :ﬂm-mhmmmmuﬂummmmmmlm

i mmﬂfh‘&.‘:‘f“m acuticaudata). It is normally an inhabi- the population has exploded.

; - tant of Bolivia, Colombia, Venezuela, g conenlt your books and be ready |
M““M E;ﬂgﬂf‘] "'“W]"} g ; Brazil and Argentina. Information from Temry Hicks
Australia or South America. Kent tadicates "&T&w ';;
; | SHOMMY . v ndon in 1997, | cHANGE TO FIELD TRIP
According to recent reports a fifth species and by 1999 the number in the area had
of exotic parrot has recently been con- increased to 15. PROGRAMME

oo m“ﬂﬁ It scems impossible for these birds to sur- | Unfortunately JIM STEEDMAN is
sightings have been reported in umammmmﬂmmummnmm“rmumpm
ik wd Coiall - Beokod im'h“h_“ tropical South Amenca Against all the | Cissbury Ring on Saturday 6th

] . o odds they have managed 1o adapt to liv- | July. We have therefore decided

1

to bring the date of this outing for-
Exotic list and places seen. ward, so that it will now take place
Rose Ringed Parakest Central London and Margate on SUNDAY, 30th JUNE. Meet at
Sharp Talled Concure Bromiey 8.30 am. in National Trust car park
Monk Parakest Borsham Wood 0.5.5heet 196. Grid Ref. TQ139084
Alexandrine Parakeet Windsor as previously stated.




Tales Out Of
School No. 2 -

Lofty Pursuits

Bird Table Notes

St

Brianne  has
been exhoming
us o ExIIne
our archives of
personal  bird
notes. This
Sunday  affer-
can be a5 en-

Over the years several racing pigeons
have visited our school grounds. On one
occasion the clildren aleried me 10 one
that had been staggering around for a

jovable (and couple of days. I was clearly a sick
just as time- specimen and i was plied with a few
consuming) as tasty morsels manmmn_mmm.
booking through old family photos| However, sadly, on the third day it was

: ~ found dead.
My first bird 1able observations [ sent inlo ; L 5
the RSPE at the age of eight, when I lived The children who had been monitoring
on Thomey Island. | reported a, then un- the bird's progress decided to inform its
usual, sight of a Great-spotied Wood- owner. We duly removed the ring o es-
pecker feeding on the bird table tabdish the deceased’s number and ocwner.

Have vou noticed how our garden birds ;m:r:#nﬂmm D0 the
have adapied over the years 1o the vaniety _
of bird feeders? Do you remember when Meanwhile 1 needed 1o dispose of the
Sparrows could not cope with nut bas- COTPSS. mfﬂfﬂﬁﬂﬂlmmdﬂ:ﬂn
kets? Even our ground-loving Dunnock following morming £o | elected 10 use this
swings on our RSPB. seed-mix feeder, Speedy despatch system! As | lified the
while our Robin happily perches on the heavy galvanised hid of the “wheelie-bin
window seed-hopper. 1'm waiting for our there was a sudden movement from
first Lomg-tail on the hanging feeder, Within which startled me and | mstmc-
Several members already have them as tively let go of the lid. Seconds later, as |
regulars. The Wren has been finding Singerly lified the lid again, 1 found the
tasty spidess in the ivy growing in our cause of my alarm. A starling had been
window boxes. rummaging inside and its vertical take off
_— had coincided with the descending lid
After ﬂ_hl this rain even the almonds have The racing pigeon now joined the body of
rotted in Ih:_mul basket so 1 have aban- . starling. Various thoughts sprang to

top of the garden wall. These are actually o oona John B4, Maskell
improved by a downpour and are a firm

favourite with our nesting Blackhbirds

At B am if | have not put out a handful SUDEEOPRONS

ﬂmmmmmwmmmmmmmmp
i ik wiscdow] ity) who paid their anmual subscriptions
Do get oul your memorics and send them before, or shorly after, 1% Jamuary. A
in for us to share....and since you ask, handful of members have not yet re-
ves, I'm still waiting for that clusive sponded to their individual reminders and
goldfinch! Ehena Maskell an immediate response would be muoch

appreciated.
We managed to sof up a resident Gold-

finch garden population by first tying Owr current subscription rales are:

dead teazely fo the sides of our bird table ;I"-I“‘j“' ;-;
and sprinkling the heads with Niger each ingle
ot - Family £15

day fa messy business, so hold something
beneath to caich the seed thal does not Fquﬁ BN, b - A = JWARC. - Y0
caich on the heads!) Eventually, a lone “Shoreham District Omithological Soci-

Goldfinch discovered the seed and then ety”. Monies should be sent directly to
brought his friends. We next put Niger on T

the bird table as well, and they moved to John M. Maskell

that. Not long after, the first Niger foed- 41 5t Lawrence Avenue,
ers were imporied from the US4, and Worthing,

since then we ve nol looked back — our :’NESI':E‘;?;HK

regular Four Musketeers being joimed by

mmﬁiﬂ:ﬂ"ﬂﬁmmﬁﬂﬂﬂ:ﬂ- Ed  Thank vou. John Maskell, Treasurer,

INFORMATIORN
ol ne T
AND REQUESTS
Report: The Annual Report for
2000 was published just before
Christmas. As usual, we printed
some exira copies and if you would
like to buy any or know any non-
members who would like to do 5o,
please gel in touch with Brianne

Feeve

G e e

Records: Peter Whitcomb, would
appreciale records to be senl 1o
him in batches throughow the
year, please, so that they do not all
have to be entered info the com-
puter al oncel, Final records for the
year should be reach him not later
than the end of January 2003
Please help by noting whether
scarce or rare records have been
submitted to the 305 for
authentication.

Peter's address s 98 Bamett
Road, Brighton BN1 TG,

SLeePe

The Next Newsletter: In future we
gre hoping bo produce three of
these Mewsletters each year [ie
al approximately four-monthly in- |
tervals), provided wa can oblain
sufficient materal. You will have
noticed | hope thal all the items in
this issue have been writlen by
Commitiee Members (sorry - and
Shenal) IT DOES NOT HAVE TO
BE THIS WAY! | know thal many
of you go on interesting birding
holidays to exotic and not-so-exolic
parts of the word. Please wrile
and tell your fellow SDGS Mem-
bars about tham.

The next Mewsletter will probably
appear in Seplember and | would
greaily appreciate receiving any
contributions by the end of July.
Please send any ilems lo Jim
Steedman, 18 Manor Road, Upper
Beeding, STEYNING, West Sus-
sex, BNd44 3TJ, Tel 01 802 814
923, E-mail: jim.steedmangvirgin.
et

e

For Sale: Secondhand 10 x 42 B/
BA Leica binoculars in excallen
condition with standard Leica
strap, plus bungy' (MNeoprene)
strap, at around hall price. Would
all those inleresied, please contact
Chris Mulcock on 01 203 776 251,




