SDOS Birding Walks Risk Assessment Form. Ref: RA11

Assessor(s) : Tony Letchford

Location: RSPB Pulborough Brooks, including the adjacent Heathland.

RSPB Pulborough Brooks, Uppertons Barn Visitor Centre, Wiggonholt, Pulborough RH20 2EL

View In Google Maps

Date of Assessment: 26/05/2025

If you are an RSPB member then you must bring your RSPB membership card with you, otherwise you will have to pay to enter the reserve. Non RSPB
members will have to pay an entrance fee and will also have to pay to park. Note: Charges do not apply if visiting the reserve after hours (generally 4pm)

Advisory Notice: all participants are asked to read this document carefully. Walk leaders are not provided with First Aid kits, nor are they expected to be
First Aid trained. All participants must take this into account and must also bring with them any medication that might be required.

The Wetland trail is steep and bumpy in places, therefore not recommended for wheelchairs. Two motorised buggies are available to use free of charge and

it’s strongly advised to book these in advance. The Wooded Heathland trail is unsuitable for wheelchairs.

Brief Description: The site benefits from public toilets and a good café which are usually open during daytime outings (best to check their website before

visiting)

Suggested Clothing: Warm, waterproof clothing depending on weather conditions. It can be muddy after rain so suitable footwear is strongly

recommended.
Hazard Who might be Evaluation of | Risk mitigation measures Risk grading | comments
harmed Risk after controls
put in place
Bad Weather All participants Medium Cancel or curtail walk Low Monitor the weather forecast
Lightning storms All participants Medium Cancel or curtail walk Low Monitor the weather forecast
Snow & Ice All participants Medium Cancel or curtail walk Low Monitor the weather forecast
Darkness, cloud ,fog All participants Medium Cancel or curtail walk Low Monitor the weather forecast



http://maps.google.com/?q=RSPB+Pulborough+Brooks%2C+Uppertons+Barn+Visitor+Centre%2C+Wiggonholt%2C+Pulborough+RH20+2EL

Bring a torch/mobile phone
with a light if visiting in the
evening

Hot weather All participants Medium Participants should bring a Low Monitor the weather forecast
drink & wear suitable
clothing & consider the
need for sunscreen
Uneven walking surfaces All participants Medium Care, especially in the Low Participants to ensure that
heathland area suitable footwear is available to
them
Muddy Conditions All participants Medium Wear walking shoes or Low Monitor the weather forecast
boots if mud is a possibility
Standing water & flooding All participants Medium Adjust route Low Monitor the weather forecast
Slippery surfaces All participants Medium Adjust route Low Unlikely as the paths are
good/well drained
Steep slopes All participants Medium Care in the heathland area, | LOW
keep to the footpaths
Trip hazards All participants Medium Participants to judge their Low
own capabilities & take care
Stiles & gates All participants Low No stiles, care when Low
accessing gates
Barbed wire, electric fences All participants Low Awareness Low
Obstructive vegetation All participants Low Care in the Heathland area Low Participants should keep to the
footpaths
Stinging or thorny plants All participants Medium Care in the Heathland area Low Participants should keep to the
footpaths
Falling tress or branches All participants Low Awareness especially in high Low Monitor the weather forecast

winds




Low

Biting insects All participants Medium If wearing shorts or similar Consult a GP if a tick bite is
be aware of low possibility suspected
of ticks. N.B deer frequent
the reserve. Consider insect
repellent, especially at night
in the heathland area

Snakes All participants Medium Possibility of adders in the Low Immediately contact the
reserve. Do not disturb. Emergency Services if bitten
Keep to the footpaths

Farm or other animals All participants Medium Cattle are present on the Low Dogs are not permitted in the

reserve. If approached walk
quickly & quietly

main reserve but they are in the
heathland area, but they should
be on a lead

Cycles

N/A
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