
18 of us assembled at the Downslink in Henfield today and set off in very dull conditions –a monochrome 
morning. For the first part of the walk we heard several different Song Thrushes, and were treated to a 
fairly close view of a Firecrest.  The first viewpoint over the flooded brooks gave us Coot, Heron, 
Shoveler, Mallard, several Tufted Ducks and some Teal. A rather odd sighting in a field to the east was a 
Little Egret feeding just like a Cattle Egret around the feet of a couple of horses – but the thin dark bill 
gave it away.  The next part of the railway line yielded silhouetts of Long-tailed Tits feeding in the higher 
branches of the trees, and a couple of folk were able to locate a Treecreeper nearby.  We squelched 
through a very muddy section for a good view over the brooks, finding distant Wigon, a closer Pintail and 
a Red Kite perched in a tree the other side of the water.  Four Cormorants were perched on a shooting 
blind, one with the very white front of a younger bird.  A flock of Lapwing were seen in the air, a group of 
Egyptian Geese spotted to the east, a Kestrel zipped past, then a family of Mute Swans with tagalong 
Black Swan.  On the return leg, some headed straight back, saying they wanted to be back to watch the 
Seagulls v Notts Forest (bet they wish they hadn’t bothered!) while some of us diverted down to the Rye 
Farm track finding Gadwall on the floods there and up to 4 Chiffchaffs on the little ponds. We didn’t count 
the Rheas by the chicken enclosures. Totted up the species when I got home and made it 42 species  + 
the Black Swan. 

  

Thanks to everyone for their company and all the extra eyes & ears. 

 


