
Merlin is a popular, free birding app used by many of our members, and it can be a 
great learning resource. It will suggest an identification based upon the sounds recorded 
or images presented. The use of this and similar apps can help to build knowledge and 
skills, and to open our eyes (or should we say ears!) to the wonderful range of bird 
sounds around us. They can be useful for learning bird songs and calls, and also helpful 
in locating common birds, especially for those with some form of hearing loss.  

However, it is acknowledged that currently Merlin is not consistently accurate and may 
get identification based on sound and photos wrong, so try to seek visual confirmation of 
the bird if you can.  In line with BTO and SOS guidelines, we therefore ask users 
not to submit any records into a database (such as iRecord, Birdtrack or eBird) 
which are based solely upon an app reading.  

 

 

 

 


